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PRESS RELEASE  

News  About Activities Events  

   

 

The  Counc i l  v o t e  on  CO2  s t anda rd s  pu t s  h i gh  

r e spons ib i l i t y  o n  po l i c ymake r s  t o  suppo r t  t h e  t r an s i t i on  

Brussels, 29 June - The Environment and C limate ministers o f the 27 Members S tate met 

yesterday to deliberate on the C ounc il o f the European U nion's general approach on C O 2 

emission standards fo r cars and vans. 

 

After negotiations that lasted late into the night, ministers adopted a position which in essence 

confirms the European C ommission’s proposal, inc lud ing a 100% C O 2 emission reduction 

target in 2035, which is a de facto ban on the internal combustion engine. C ounc il calls fo r a 

review o f the legislation in 2026, based  on an assessment o f progress against the reduction 

targets, techno logical developments, inc lud ing p lug -in hybrids and the importance o f a just 

transition. The C ommission is asked to  make a proposal fo r registering vehic les after 2035 

running exc lusively on C O 2-neutral fuels. 

 

Regard ing the outcome of the C ounc il meeting, C LEPA's S ecretary G eneral Sigrid de 

Vries states: 

 

“W e take note of the dec ision which confirms in princ ip le the de facto ban on the internal 

combustion engine as o f 2035 but does not fully c lose the door to  considering emission 

reduction using renewable fuels. W e have long argued in favour o f a techno logy  open 

approach, with a smart and sensib le techno logy mix o f electric  vehic les and a measured use o f 

alternative so lutions invo lving advanced internal combustion engine techno logy.  

 

W e are glad to  see support from C ounc il fo r vehic les running on renewable fuels. W hereas we 

will see a vast deployment o f electric  vehic les, there are practical, ready to use so lutions 

availab le fo r hybrid  vehic les, as well as for the existing cars, vans and trucks on the road, 

which so far have not found suffic ient po litical sup port. W e are looking fo rward to  continuing 

the d ialogue with the European C ommission. W e had hoped fo r a c learer dec ision against 
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banning techno logy to avo id damage to  the existing industrial fabric  and to make progress 

towards an effective and effic ient po licy fo r c limate neutral mobility.” 

 

W ith the position agreed by the C ounc il, negotiations with the European Parliament can start. 

G iven the proximity o f the mutual positions, these negotiations should not take long.  

 

Looking ahead, S igrid  de Vries comments: 

 

“The dec ision confirms the trajectory fo r a substantial transformation o f the transport sector 

at a very high pace. Automotive suppliers are and will continue to do everything they can to 

make this a success for c limate, workers, users o f transport and business. H owever, this 

dec ision puts a high responsib ility on po licymakers to support the transition. W e are 

concerned about the lack o f commitment when it comes to  the deployment o f charging and 

refuelling infrastructure as well as the capac ity for pro duc ing renewable electric ity and 

renewable fuels. G o ing fo rward, criteria such as affordability, access to  raw materials, 

emissions along the life cyc le and employment in the sector need to  be considered. The 

ambitious electrification targets can only be m et if the framework conditions are in p lace.” 

 

 

For further information 

 

P lease contact C LEPA's H ead o f G overnment Affairs,  Benjamin Krieger. 

 

About CLEPA 

 

C LEPA, the European Assoc iation o f Automotive S uppliers based in B russels, represents over 

3,000 companies, from multi-nationals to  S MEs, supplying state-o f-the-art components and 

innovative techno logy fo r safe, smart and sustainable mobility, investing over €30 b illion 

yearly in research and development. Automotive suppliers d irectly employ 1.7 million people 

in the EU . 

 

Follow our activities! 
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