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Truck and bus CO2 standards: ambition levels for all
stakeholders must be aligned

Brussels, 14 February 2023 – Responding to the European Commission’s proposal for new truck and bus CO2 standards published

today, the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) calls for increased CO2 targets to be matched with vastly

improved infrastructure roll-out, as well as a strengthened incentive and carbon pricing framework.

Trucks

“We are ready to deliver,” stated Martin Lundstedt, ACEA’s Commercial Vehicle Board Chairman and CEO of Volvo Group. “However,

reaching -45% already by 2030 is highly ambitious. It would require equally ambitious action by policymakers to ensure that the other

players in the transport and logistics value chain deliver at the same time.”

A CO2 reduction of 45% by 2030 means that more than 400,000 zero-emission trucks would have to be on the road, and at least

100,000 new zero-emissions trucks registered annually. This would require over 50,000 publicly-accessible chargers suitable for

trucks to be in operation within just seven years, of which some 35,000 should be high-performance chargers (megawatt charging

system). It would additionally require some 700 hydrogen re�lling stations.

“Given that charging stations that are suited to the speci�c needs of trucks are almost completely missing today, the challenge ahead

is enormous,” said ACEA’s Director General, Sigrid de Vries. “We are concerned that only vehicle manufacturers will face high penalties

if other stakeholders do not ful�l their role in making this possible – especially given the low level of ambition that members states are

showing on the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation (AFIR).”

In this B2B market, transport operators must also be enabled to run zero-emission vehicles more pro�tably than conventional diesel

trucks. “If this does not happen rapidly, operators won’t buy our vehicles, and as a result we will simply not be able to meet the CO2
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targets,” stated Lundstedt. “At the end of the day, vehicle technology — be it battery-electric, fuel-cell electric or hydrogen-powered

trucks — is only one part of the solution. To succeed with this transition of our industry, we urgently need coherent, joined-up policies.”

Buses

Setting a 100% target for urban buses will put enormous pressure on all public transport operators to adjust their investment plans

accordingly (and to ensure the necessary charging/refuelling infrastructure at depots). It also risks disruptive ‘pre-buy’ effects where

public transport operators might rush to get the last conventionally-powered buses.

Lack of coordination with Euro 7

ACEA is alarmed by the lack of coordination between today’s CO2 proposals and the Euro 7 proposal for heavy-duty vehicles published

just a few months ago, which seeks to address tailpipe emissions from vehicles with internal combustion engines. Euro 7 should not

divert attention away from the transition to climate neutrality, and should be consistent with the investment needed for CO2

standards, ACEA cautions.

“While other world regions are incentivising their way towards zero-emission mobility, Europe is trying to regulate its way – and even

that is not being done in a harmonised way,” stated Mr Lundstedt.

ACEA will now analyse the proposal in more detail, and is ready to engage with all parties to make the transition to zero-emission road

transport happen.

Notes for editors

• ACEA’s position paper on the review of CO2 emission standards regulation for heavy-duty vehicles is available at:

https://www.acea.auto/publication/position-paper-review-of-co2-emission-standards-regulation-for-heavy-duty-vehicles/

About ACEA

• The European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) represents the 14 major Europe-based car, van, truck and bus

makers: BMW Group, DAF Trucks, Daimler Truck, Ferrari, Ford of Europe, Honda Motor Europe, Hyundai Motor Europe, Iveco

Group, Jaguar Land Rover, Mercedes-Benz, Renault Group, Toyota Motor Europe, Volkswagen Group, and Volvo Group.

• Visit www.acea.auto for more information about ACEA, and follow us on www.twitter.com/ACEA_auto or

www.linkedin.com/company/ACEA/.

• Contact: Cara McLaughlin, Communications Director, cm@acea.auto, +32 485 88 66 47.
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We are ready to deliver but reaching -45% CO2 targets by 2030 is highly ambitious. It would require equally

ambitious action by policymakers to ensure that the other players in the transport and logistics value chain

deliver at the same time.
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About the EU automobile industry

• 13.0 million Europeans work in the automotive sector

• 11.5% of all manufacturing jobs in the EU

• €374.6 billion in tax revenue for European governments

• €79.5 billion trade surplus for the European Union

• Almost 8% of EU GDP generated by the auto industry

• €58.8 billion in R&D spending annually, 32% of EU total
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